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strongly that the husband in pursuit of another woman is con-
sciously or subconsciously attempting to make himself feel impor-
tant while simultaneously he injures his wife.
Many wives appeal to relatives and friends for sympathy, asking
them to intercede and argue with the husband. Some call on the
husband's parents to expostulate with him. Others bring in the
clergyman to pray with him. Most wives broadcast their troubles
everywhere, apparently operating on the premise that the more
they can humiliate the husband, the more attractive he will find
them and the greater will be his desire to return to the hearthside.
Does this make sense?
Finally the wife's mistake is to assume that the catastrophe which
has befallen the marriage is entirely the fault of her husband. Sel-
dom is this true. When a man or a woman strays—infidelity is by no
means confined to the male sex—almost inevitably there is some-
thing seriously wrong in their relationship. In some vital way the
husband or the wife has failed to understand and satisfy the other's
basic needs.
A wife who wants to triumph over infidelity, rout her rival, and
maintain the marriage should bear in mind that time is on her side.
Her chances are excellent if she does not make foolish mistakes and
throw the game away.
More specifically, what should she do? The general principles are
fairly constant.
"Saw wood and say nothing," is a good beginning. Then she
might review the whole marriage to find what it lacks and what she
has neglected to put into it. There are certain things every man
has a right to expect from marriage. Without regard to the order of
importance, we might list:
Emotional security. A husband has a right to expect that his wife
will not flirt with other men, that she will not be childishly and un-
reasonably jealous and make him miserable by her destructive
jealousy. (Of course, all this works both ways. A wife has a right to
expect from marriage the same things her husband does.)
Financial security. A man has a right to expect that his earnings

